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Synopsis

When Kel is chosen by the legendary Lord Raoul to be his squire, the conservatives of the realm
hardly think sheA¢a -a,¢s up to the job. Kel earns respect and admiration among the men, as well
as the affection of a fellow squire.A¢a —A“This feminist fantasy is a delightful

read.A¢a -A*A¢a -4 *KLIATTFrom the Trade Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

There are many things | like about this book, and some that | did not. This book is supposedly for
ages 12 and up but there are some pretty mature topics in it including premarital sex and birth
control. Parents should be cautious about letting their teens read this. You may want to preview it
and then decide if it is appropriate for your children. Even reading this as an adult, the handling of
those topics was off-putting. The idea that a woman (or man) should be able to have sex any time
they choose without having to worry about the inconvenience or burden of children was
troublesome to me personally. Aside from those kinds of topics, | thought the book was well written.

The characters and story line were interesting.



| realize this is supposed to be a review about just this book, but I tried to write it that way and
realized that the same reasons that | didn’t like Squire, actually had to do with entire series.My huge
problem with this book is the main character, Keladry of Mindelan. | don’t like how she handles the
bullies, insults, Lord Wyldon and the other men, the king, and most of all how she faces the
challenges that were thrown at her. | feel that she’s basically a huge copy of Alanna, and so | wish
that the author had taken a different approach to Keladry’s character, and how she dealt with the
boys and the men. I've read the entire Song of the Lioness and the Protector of the Small series
front to back, and after reading them multiple times, | finally realized that there are many ideas in
both series that | don't like at all.In Song of the Lioness, Alanna is impersonating a boy, taking
everything that comes and not complaining, getting into fights with Ralon, and fitting in with the boys
as best as she possibly can. | really feel like Kel is just basically just a huge copy of that. Also, both
Alanna and Keladry had special privileges that none of the boys had. Alanna had her magical sword
Lightning, training from a master street fighter George, sword practice with Coram, and a really
strong friendship/romance with the Prince of Tortall. In Kel’s case, she had years of foreign training,
weighted practice weapons, special gifts from Alanna, and a strong friendship/ambassador
relationship with a Yamani princess. | realize that the things that have to do with training obviously
made it even harder for Alanna and Kel to get through everything, but the fact of the matter is
neither of them were completing the training with the same means and resources that all of the boys
had. If you're competing against the boys and want a fair chance, then you should do so with the
same means that they had, not with royal friendships or expensive gifts, and especially not with
outside help.Keladry says multiple times that she likes being female, so | wish she and the author
had taken the opportunity of Kel's being the first publicly known female page to really prove to the
world that girls can be knights in a more feminine way, just like how the Yamani warrior women are.
| remember that she wore dresses to dinner in First Test, but by the time she’s a squire, she didn’t
really make much of a statement other than that. Off the top of my head, some ideas would be
keeping her hair long (Joren was one of the best fighters in the school, and he had hair past his
shoulders), wearing ribbons, or even having Lalasa sew her some shirts with more feminine colors.
Just some little things to make an overall statement that you can still be a warrior, but stay true to
your feminine side too. | loved the scenes with Kel and Lalasa in Page, about how puberty is normal
and menstruation is nothing to be ashamed of. So | wish Kel had used those opportunities to take it
a step further, rather than just saying she likes being female and also to make an entirely different

statement than the Alanna series did.Also, expressing emotion is usually seen as being feminine, so



| wish Kel had let herself do that, instead of having a ’Yamani Lump’ face just to fit in with the boys.
Don’t get me wrong: | understand that if she had acted that way instead, she probably would never
have had many friends, would have been even more of an outcast, wouldn’t have been defended by
all the boys, and would have had 1000 times the amount of problems she had already. Except, |
only think that’s all true if you look at it from the perspective that she needed to have the men’s
respect, or to care about other people’s opinions at all.She would have had Neal for a friend, and
maybe few others over time. In my opinion, | think that TRUE friends are the ones that like you right
from the beginning, not people who only like you after you prove yourself to them. Also, without the
Yamani training, | don’t think Kel would have stood a chance against Joren or the bullies, so if she
had issues with them, then | think that she would have had to tell her parents and made the entire
thing into a huge legal case. Obviously, that approach would have ruined the entire series, but |
think it makes more of a statement to the idea that when you want to change something, you really
have to CHANGE it, not just settle it by fighting, or by hoping that the law will do it for you. Exactly
like how when Joren only got a fine for kidnapping a person, or when Vinson attacked other women
even after Kel threatened him. Finishing something by still only dealing with the individual people,
and not trying to change the entire dynamics doesn’t really get you anywhere. Why should you want
the approval of a training master, all of the teachers, Lord Raoul and the King’'s Own, and even the
King and Queen, if every single one of them are people who don’t care how many times you get
injured, or will only watch when you struggle?l think having those kinds of dynamics would have
been the perfect plot for Kel’'s character to be more fleshed out and individualized, and NOT
needing the approval of everyone, or just taking the abuse and beatings, and only staying silent, or
even thinking that it's laughable to get up every single day with bruises. | also think it would have
been a good point to make to younger readers too, about how you can still be a tomboy but have a
feminine side and even still be respected and liked by good quality men. No special weapons, or
having to be the best at everything, just having the right to train for what you want no matter what
other people say. That's what | wish this series had been about most of all.The only reason that Kel
doesn’t act on how she truly feels is due to her reputation and other people’s opinions. However,
since Kel gets insulted and attacked by people anyway, then why shouldn’t she stick to what she
wants to do if it never made a difference in how people treat her or what they thought of her? Or if
the difference it made was only to the extent of of how she fit into the system of everything, and
never making any real changes to everything? Even Alanna said in Lioness Rampant, that she
could have gone to the convent school and made changes there, if she really wanted to motivate

girls, so why shouldn’t this series make that point instead of the classic being ‘one of the boys’?I



agree with Sir Myles and Neal from First Test: Respecting and honoring a system that allows you to
get abused and wants you to stay silent about it is absolutely ridiculous. Being stoic, never
complaining, and doing your best to fit in doesn’t solve anything, it only adds to all of the insanity.
There might be ways to discourage someone for going for their knighthood, but the fact of the
matter is that legally they couldn’t have denied her her knighthood as long as she passed all of the
tests, and any type of discouragement CAN'T be worse than getting beat up and bruised almost
non-stop.l also wish that Squire (and the entire Protector of the Small series) had taken a different
approach to Keladry’s knighthood training. | wish Kel had just started off as Alanna’s first squire. |
understand she would have been accused of cheating with magic, but as Neal said, she could have
still taken the public exams and gone through jousting tournaments and then been tested for magic
by a conservative mages, or even some of the examiners. | don’t know how much of that would
have played out, or how messy everything would have been, but | think it would have been
possible.l enjoyed reading this book, and the entire series, which is why | gave it three stars...but, |
will never agree with a system that lets you be abused, wants you to stay silent about it and defend
the people who abused you, and most of all, forces you to kill yourself on the inside just to get

everyone to stop tormenting you and to ‘fit in’.

Squire, by Tamora Pierce, is the third book in the Protector of the Small Quartet. It is set in the
kingdom of Tortall and its neighbors, like many others of Tamora PierceAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s books.
Tortall is an archaic land of knights, magic, and nobles, and this quartet follows the journey of
Keladry of Mindelan, the first girl to take advantage of the newly reinstated law that women can try
for knighthood. This book tells the tale of her struggling to prove herself while being squired to Lord
Raoul, one of the most respected knights of Tortall, and working with The KingAfA¢A a -A a,¢s
Own, the force her new knight-master commands. Squire on KeladryAfA¢A a -A a,¢s character
and knowledge as she prepares for her final test before she is knighted: The Ordeal of Knighthood,
in which she is tested by a sentient magical force that will try its very best to break here solve while
simultaneously testing of his worthy for task that it needs done, for the good of the realm. This book
is my personal favorite of the Protector of the Small Quartet, and one of my favorites of all of
Tamora PierceAfA¢A a -A 4,¢s works. One of the greatest strengths in her stories, and this one
in particular is her characters. They are lovable, dynamic, real and come from all walks of life,
ranging from a tired but dedicated and honorable training master to a snarky young noble who
started his knighthood training five years later than usual to a maid-turned-dressmaker that teaches

the city girls ways to defend themselves. Pierce expertly weaves this unforgettable cast of



characters into a complex story filled with relationships that feel wonderfully genuine, dialogue that
flows as though characters are speaking directly at you, and truly human moments of fear, doubt,
love joy and countless other emotions. These characters are just part of the story AfA¢A & -A ace
they help to fill out the many-layered and dimensioned world of Tortall and its surroundings. This
book does the same as the rest of Tamora PierceAfA¢A & -A 4,¢s works, keeping the world
feeling very real with use of a more ancient dialect (such as mage) and phrases that fit the status of
the characters -AfA¢A a -A A“l make allowance for your griefAfA¢A a -A A« (281) from a noble
and AfA¢A a -A A“Anyways, her folks is charcoal burners, caught in the woods by them bandits.
They took a bunch of lone folk, them that onAfA¢A & -A &,¢y come into the walls for winter.
Cowardly pukesAfA¢A & -A A« (92) from a shepherdAfA¢A a -A &,¢s boy. Pierce also defines
this world expertly using politics, settings and situations that all seem very appropriate for an ancient
monarchy. Squire contains themes of growth as Keladry develops and learns about the realm, how
it is run, and how she can help it with her emerging talents. It also presents a theme of resilience,
and belief in yourself, as Kel continues to be tested by conservatives who are determined to see her
fail and she hold her head high and forges on. Finally, the book culminates with a profound lesson
that Kel has learned through her journey thus far: what the realm truly is and what her duty to it
means. All in all, Squire a delightful story fueled by characters that will make you laugh, cry and grin
like mad. It enfolds you in a land of magic and kings that feels genuine and real. And, in the end, it
gathers up all its characters and side-plots, and the four years that it covers and leaves with a

message of growth, self-confidence and duty.

| love this book. | ordered it for my Kindle. | receive the correct cover, but wrong book. | got the text
of book 4. The book where she is a knight, not a squire. | havent been able to cancel, download
again, contact , etc. No book 3 where she is a squire for me... frustrating. Especially at 7.99 and |

did not get the right book
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